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STAFF REPORT: 5/12/2021 MEETING                             PREPARED BY: J. ROSS  

APPLICATION NUMBER 21-7228 

ADDRESS: 719 GRISWOLD 

HISTORIC DISTRICT: DETROIT FINANCIAL 

APPLICANT: JAKE CHIDESTER  

OWNER: 719 GRISWOLD ASSOCIATES LLC 

DATE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION: 4/22/2021 

DATE OF STAFF SITE VISIT:  

 

SCOPE: INSTALL A NEW 60’H X 25’W, STRETCHED MESH VINYL BANNER SIGN AT WEST 

ELEVATION 

 

EXISTING CONDITIONS  

The project area is located at the rear/west elevation of the building at 719 Griswold. The resource, 

originally known as the Dime Savings Bank, is a steel-frame, 23-story skyscraper which was erected in 

1913-14.  Architects D. H. Burnham & Co. and Graham, Burnham & Co designed the building, while 

Barton Malow provided the design for the building’s 2001 rehab. As per the Detroit Historic 

Designation Advisory Board: 

 
“The Dime Building’s U-shaped footprint, with the light well opening toward the street, allows natural light 

into the interior offices. The open end of the U-shape plan facing Griswold Street begins above the third story 

floor plate. The first two stories were faced in brown granite during a renovation of the 1950s that removed 

the original terra cotta. Classical details are applied to the terra cotta above the second floor. The two-story 

lobby has been renovated to include large Corinthian columns and new marble floors. Most impressive was 

the restoration of the skylight to the light court. The upper three floors are distinguished from the building 

shaft by a separate treatment of the windows at the sixteenth and seventeenth floors. The windows are 

grouped between vertical spandrels. The roof is flat. A new awning projects from the Griswold entrance. 

Dime Savings was organized in 1884 with prominent Detroit businessmen such as J. L. Hudson and James E. 

Scripps among the directors. The bank occupied a temple-front three-story banking room in the center of the 

Griswold façade between the tower’s two arms.” 

 

Marble panel cladding is located at stories 1-10, at the building’s rear/west elevation. Note that 160 W. 

Fort, which includes an eight-story, International-style building that was designed by Minoru Yamasaki in 

1951-1953 and the adjacent Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago Detroit, erected in 1926-1927 and designed 

by Graham, Anderson, Probst and White, is adjacent to the west elevation of 719 Griswold. The exterior 

walls at the 1926-1953 building located at 160 W. Fort are clad in marble, which is in keeping 719 

Griswold’s rear/west elevation, stories 1-10.  
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719 Griswold, front elevation 

 

 
719 Griswold, rear elevation 
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Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1951 

 

PROPOSAL  

Per the submission, the applicant is seeking this body’s approval for the following: 

 At the rear/west elevation, stories 4-10, install a new 60’H X 25’W, stretched mesh vinyl banner 

sign which shall include the addition of 28, 3” to 4” L X 3/8” anchor points/holes at mortar joints. 

The sign will cover 1500 sq. ft.  

 Install three light fixtures and associated conduit with anchor points/holes at mortar joints 

 

STAFF OBSERVATIONS AND RESEARCH  

 See the submitted application which outlines the number and location of the building’s existing 

signage  

 As noted above, stories 1-10 at the rear of 719 Griswold are clad with white marble panels. The 

building at 160 West Fort, which includes the 1926-1927 Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago Detroit 

and a 1951-1953 International-style addition, is clad with white marble panels as well. It is likely 

that Yamazaki’s 160 W. Fort’s addition was clad with marble to ensure its compatibility with the 

earlier 1927-1927 bank building. Also, the marble panel cladding at 719 Griswold’s rear/west 

elevation was likely installed during the construction of the 160 W. Fort Yamazaki addition in 

order provide a visual connection between the two buildings.   

 The west elevation at 719 Griswold, as well as the west elevation of the 1925-1927 original bank 

building at 160 W. Fort and the north elevation of 1950s Yamazaki addition all face upon a small 

granite plaza, which is to the south of 160 W. Fort. The white marble materiality of the building 
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elevations which frame the plaza remain as a distinctive character-defining feature of both 160 W. 

Fort and 719 Griswold.  

 The application notes that the installation of the proposed signage will result in the addition of 28, 

3” to 4” L X 3/8” holes in the marble panel cladding at 719 Griswold’s rear/west elevation. The 

application note that the holes will be located at mortar joints.  

 

ISSUES 

 As noted above, the proposed project will result in the addition of 28 holes at the marble panel 

cladding at 719 Griswold’s rear elevation. The application states that the anchor points/holes will 

be located at mortar joints. However, it is not clear to staff that the holes will indeed be located at 

the joints due to the nature of the siding’s installation. If the anchor points will be drilled into the 

marble panels, they will likely result in the deterioration of the cladding over time.  

 It is staff’s opinion that the marble panel cladding at the rear elevation of 719 Griswold was 

deliberately installed in order to tie the building with/reflect the materiality of the exterior walls at 

160 Fort. Also, 719 Griswold’s east elevation is meant to be exposed and to serve as a frame to the 

plaza at 160 Fort. Therefore, the proposed banner with obscure/cover a distinctive character-

defining feature/elevation at the building. 

 It is staff’s opinion that the proposed vinyl banner will detract from the plaza’s historic character 

and the experience of the plaza as a discrete area of respite from 160 W. Fort’s immediate urban 

environs.  

 

RECOMMENDATION  - Section 21-2-78, Determination of Historic District Commission 

Staff recommends that the Commission DENY the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 

proposed project because it does not meet the Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation, in 

particular, Standards number: 

 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic 

materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

5.  Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that 

characterize a historic property shall be preserved 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials 

that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be 

compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity 

of the property and its environment. 
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P2 - BUILDING PERMIT

P2 - BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION

Date:

PROPERTY INFORMATION
Address: Floor: Suite#: Stories:

AKA: Lot(s): Subdivision:

Parcel ID#(s): Total Acres: Lot Width: Lot Depth:

Current Legal Use of Property: Proposed Use:

Are there any existing buildings or structures on this parcel? Yes No

PROJECT INFORMATION
Permit Type: New Alteration Demolition Correct Violations

Foundation Only Temporary UseChange of Use Other:

Revision to Original Permit #: (Original permit has been issued and is active)

Description of Work (Describe in detail proposed work and use of property, attach work list)

Included Improvements (Check all applicable; these trade areas require separate permit applications)

HVAC/Mechanical PlumbingElectrical Fire Sprinkler System

Other: Size of Structure to be Demolished (LxWxH) cubic ft.

Construction involves changes to the floor plan? Yes No

MBC use change No MBC use change

Fire Alarm

Structure Type
New Building Existing Structure Tenant Space Garage/Accessory Building

Type of Construction (per current MI Bldg Code Table 601)Use Group:

Estimated Cost of Construction $
By Contractor By Department

$

Structure Use
Residential-Number of Units:

Commercial-Gross Floor Area:

Office-Gross Floor Area

Institutional-Gross Floor Area Other-Gross Floor Area

Industrial-Gross Floor Area

List materials to be stored in the building:Proposed No. of Employees:

PLOT PLAN SHALL BE submitted on separate sheets and shall show all easements and measurements 
(must be correct and in detail). SHOW ALL streets abutting lot, indicate front of lot, show all buildings, 
existing and proposed distances to lot lines. (Building Permit Application Continues on Next Page)

For Building Department Use Only

Intake By: Date: Fees Due:

Other: Date: Notes:

Zoning: Date: Notes:

Structural: Date: Notes:

Revised Cost (revised permit applications only) Old $ New $

Lots Combined? Yes No (attach zoning clearance)

Zoning District: Zoning Grant(s):

Permit#: Date Permit Issued: Permit Cost: $

Current Legal Land Use: Proposed Use:

Permit Description:

Pe
rm

it 
#:
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Addition

(e.g. interior demolition or construction to new walls)

NoDngBld?
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P2 - BUILDING PERMIT

IDENTIFICATION (All Fields Required)
Property Owner/Homeowner Property Owner/Homeowner is Permit Applicant

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Driver’s License #:

Contractor Contractor is Permit Applicant

Representative Name:

Company Name:

City: State: Zip:

Mobile:

Email:

Company Name:

City: State: Zip:Address:

Phone: Mobile: Email:

City of Detroit License #:

TENANT OR BUSINESS OCCUPANT Tenant is Permit Applicant

Name: Phone: Email:

ARCHITECT/ENGINEER/CONSULTANT Architect/Engineer/Consultant is Permit Applicant

Name: State Registration#: Expiration Date:

City: State: Zip:Address:

Phone: Mobile: Email:

HOMEOWNER AFFIDAVIT  (Only required for residential permits obtained by homeowner.)

I hereby certify that I am the legal owner and occupant of the subject property and the work described 
on this permit application shall be completed by me. I am familiar with the applicable codes and 
requirements of the City of Detroit and take full responsibility for all code compliance, fees and 
inspections related to the installation/work herein described. I shall neither hire nor sub-contract to any 
other person, firm or corporation any portion of the work covered by this building permit.

Date:Print Name: Signature:

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of 20 A.D. County, Michigan

Signature: My Commission Expires:

PERMIT APPLICANT SIGNATURE

I hereby certify that the information on this application is true and correct. I have reviewed all deed 
restrictions that may apply to this construction and am aware of my responsibility thereunder. I 
certify that the proposed work is authorized by the owner of the record and I have been authorized 
to make this application as the property owner(s) authorized agent. Further I agree to conform to 
all applicable laws and ordinances of jurisdiction. I am aware that a permit will expire when no 
inspections are requested and conducted within 180 days of the date of issuance or the date of 
the previous inspection and that expired permits cannot be

Driver’s License #: Expiration:

Date:Print Name: Signature:

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of 20 A.D. County, Michigan

Signature: My Commission Expires:

Section 23a of the state construction code act of 1972, 1972PA230, MCL 125.1523A, 
prohibits a person from conspiring to circumvent the licensing requirements of this 

state relating to persons who are to perform work on a residential building or a 
residential structure. Visitors of Section 23a are subject to civil fines.
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(Homeowner)

(Notary Public)

(Permit Applicant)

(Notary Public)

This application can also be completed online. Visit detroitmi.gov/bseed/elaps for more information.
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HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
REVIEW & PERMIT PROCESS

FIND OUT MORE AT www.detroitmi.gov/hdc

* THE COMMISSION MEETS REGULARY AT LEAST ONCE PER MONTH, TYPICALLY  	
    ON THE SECOND WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH.
    (SEE WEBSITE FOR MEETING SCHEDULE/AGENDAS)

SUBMIT COMPLETE APPLICATION TO HDC STAFF 

Application 
placed on 

upcoming HDC 
meeting
agenda*

Staff
Reviews
Scope

Staff
issues Denial
with Appeal 
Procedure

Corrected
application
submitted

to HDC

OBTAIN BUILDING PERMIT
FROM BUILDINGS, SAFETY ENGINEERING AND ENVIRONMENTAL DEPT. (BSEED)

Appeal filed 
w/State 

Hist. Pres. 
Review Board

Staff issues a 
Certificate of 

Appropriateness
(COA)

Substantial 
Scope

HDC
Reviews
Scope

HDC
Denies

Proposal

HDC
Approves 
Proposal

Lim
ited 

S
cope

Applicant
appeals OR

corrects
application
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